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lion, John Conyers 
House of Hepresontativea 
V/ashin<fton, H.C. 20515 

Dear *^ohn. 

Your and Don Kdwarda' concern over wliat ^’^ese might do prompts me to 
to your attention wliat he has done and about which ho has not been truthful. He 
states tliat it would have been improper for the BBI and Criwinul Division to do 
any investieatdLng iii the absence of proof of violation of fodei’al law. He says that 
the MI director, ffludg^ Webster, agrwos. I've seen no denial from Judge Webster and 
both have to know that heese lied. J. Edgar Moover is my autliority. I enclose p, 98 
of Volume 5 of the Warren Comuisaion's published hearings. Hoover is quite specific 
*n statin<r that "the Meaidont lias a right to request tlie Bpreau to mnlfn special 
investigations" and tliia is the kind of investigation the l'’BI conducted in the JSK 
assassination. Its massive investigation if fi4ed under file classification 62, which 
although amended since that time includes "administrative Inquiry." Tlie copy of its 
list of file classifications I also enclose is probably out of date, but this actuality 
is unchanged. If there is an investigation in •.ihioh you are involved you may find 
other uses for tliis list bticause several of these classifications are used for 
hiding wlmt the FBI does not want produced on search, including the "admat," 66, 

^ere it hides surveillances, especially electronic, "80. laboratory Ilesearoh 
Matters," used by the field offices for special kinds of hiding because they file 
this laboratory information in the main case files, and "94. Hesearch Matters," 
used at FBIIICi to hide lobbying, leaking, information on the press and things like 
that, also at least in Hoover's day, for the Director's correspondence. 

While the Attorney General and the MI Director were seeing to it that there 
was no investigation of the current scandal and, if he didn't know, nobody was telling 
the President that such investigations are conducted at his request, at least one 
of his staff was busily engaged in shredding records some of which mi^t not exist 
any^<here else. 

I also enclose the Department's 11/26/86 letter to me because in its second 
paragrai>h that the Criminal Division has "non-investigatory records" is stated. 

ihis reminded mo of Watergate and one of the Department and MI means of 
withholding infer .ation while providing it, withholding until interest is past, I 
suggest tliat the enclosed pages from the Senate confirmation hearings on Jfet ''ray 
m^ indicate what'^^n those missing 18 minutes of Nixon's tapes. Pat ^ray's 
b/ 19/72 letter to Holdeman, delivered, as I recall, as soon naE~as he and Nixon 
were back from Key Biscayne the first working day after the breakin, indicates at 
least in 'Jart what Nixon knew and when ho knew it. Howard Hunt, by the way, was no 
stranger to him. Tliey wotked together in planning the Bay of Pigs fiasco, according 
to Hunt. 

My health was more impaired the last time I was at your office - feVinn l tvion 
realized and since shortly thereafter I've not been able to drive to Washington. 

And that I have ti) sit with my legs dlevated does not improve my typing! 

You've been doing some fine things. May you be able to for a long time more! 
cc: Cong. Edviards Best ^shes, 

Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, IW, 21701 





The Chjjrmas. Oh, yes ; it Is our practice to make a brief statemoit before 
the testimony of each witness, and I will do it now. 

Mr. Hoover will be asked to testify in regard to whether Lee H. Oswald 
was ever an agent, directly or indirectly, or an Informer or acting on behalf 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in any capacity at any time, and 
whether he knows of any credible evidence of any conspiracy, either domestic 
or foreign, lnv<flved in the assassination of President Kennedy. 

What he has to say about an article in the National Enquirer, Commission 
Exhibit No. 887, and concerning the failure to Include the name and informa- 
tion concerning special agrat Hosty in the initial report of the Oswald address 
book and any suggestions and recommmidations he may have ccmceming im- 
provements or changes in provisions for the protection of the President of the 
United States. Now, Mr. RanUn, you may proceed. 

Mr. Bakkut. Mr. Hoover, will you state for the record your name and 



Mr. Hoovxa. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation of the Department of Justice. ^ 

Mr. Ranbei. Where do you live, Mr. Hoover? 

Mr. Hoovxa. I live at 4936 30th Place, Northwest, Washington, D.C. 

Mr. RanKni. And yon have been Director of the Bureau for some 40 years 
according to the newspapers? 

Mr. Hoovxa. That is correct ; since 1924. 

Mr. Rawxcr. Ton have furnished ns a considerable amount of Information, 
Mr. Hoover, about whether or not Lee Harvey Oswald was ever an agent or 
acting for the Bureau in any capacity as informer or otherwise at any time. 
Are those statements correct? 

Mr. Hootebl They are correct I can most emphatically say that at no time 
was he ever an employee of the Bureau in any capacity, either as an agent or as 
a special mnployee, or as an Informant 

Mr. Kansanj. I call your particular attention to Exhibit 835, and suggest 
that you will find that that is your letter, together with your affidavit about 
this subject matter, and other matters that you furnished to us concerning 
this parttcnlar subject 

Mr. Hoovxa. That is correct 

Mr. RanOK. Do you wish to add anything? 

Mr. Hoovxa. No ; there is nothing that I desire to add to what appears in this 
letter and my affidavit which accompanied it to the Commission. 

Mr. Rarraxa. Ton have provided many things to us in assisting the Commis- 
sion in connection with this investigation and I assume, at least in a general 
way, you axe familiar with the investigation of the assasslnatimi of President 



Kennedy, is that correct? . 

( Mr. Hoovxa. That 1s correct When President Johnson returned to Washington 
he communicated with me within ^ejljat J!4 hours, and asked- ttwr Bureau to 
5 tb j) because as you are aware, there 

; is no PeSeral jurisdiction for such an investigation. (It is not a Federal crime 
^ to kill or attack the President or the Vice President or any of the continuity of 
I ! officers who would succeed to the Presideuc^i - - - 

I: However, thg^Presldent has a right to request the Bureau- to makp special 

Vl investigatlagg, and' tq.Uiis instance h^arired that this investigation hq^ade.. I 

tiSaaanrgly asMgned a q>ecial force(headed by the special agent in iffiuiN at 
Dallas, Texjto initiate the investigetltni, and to get all details and facts con- 
, cemlng it, vAlAjfe p^tMn^ jnd^then prepared;a-r%»j 4 jaiidLjPJ 8 J»nltte^ 
4 f to the Atfawner GmepUT toTf a itSmlssto n tetha Pierid ent. 

THrTffiaB3ri?rdm your study of this eiitlre rniftw of the assassination and 
work in connection with it, do yon know of any credible evidence that has ever 
come to your attention that there was a conspiracy either fordgn or domestic 



Involved in the assaasinatimi? 
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Au auuiuou, X nave reau many ox me reporia max our agema nave xnaue aixu 
I have been unable to find any scintilla of evidence showing any foreign con- 
spiracy or any domestic conspiracy that culminated in the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

Representative Fobd. May I ask this, Mr. Hoover. As I understand your 
testimony, it is based on the evidence that has been accumulated thus far? 

Mr. Hoovxa. That Is correct, sir. 

Representative Foxn. Is the Federal Bureau of Investigation ctmtinnlng lbs 
Investigation of all possible ramlflcations of this assassination? 

Mr. Hoovxa. That is correct We are receiving and we, I expect will con- 
tinue to receive for days or we^s to come, letters frmn Individuals that normally 
would probably be in the category of what we would call crank letters in which 
various weird allegations are made or in which people have reported psychic 
vibrations. We are still running out letters of that character and tn turn 
making a report to this Commission upon it notwithstanding the fact that 
on the face of it the allegation is without any foundation. Individuals who could 
not have known any of the facts have made some very strange statements. , 
There have been pnblications and books written, the contents of which have been 
absurd and without a scintilla of foundation of fact I feet from my experience 
in the Bureau, where we are in constant receipt over the years of these so-called 
crank letters, that sndi allegations will be going on possibly for some years 
to come. 

I, personally, feel that any finding of the Commission vrtll not be accepted by 
everybody, because there are bound to be some extremists who have very pro- 
nounced 'tiewB, without any foundation for them, who will disagree violently* 
with whatever findings the Commission makes. Bnt I think it is essential that 
the FBI lOT^t^ate ffie allejptioqa that ace.tecelvad^telutureao-it ean'-t be "y 
satd^&t we iad'ljpiorrf the^ or that the case U closed and forgotten. 

Representative Foan. Could you give us some idea' of how many agents are 
currently working to one degree or another on any aspects of this case? 

Mr. Hoovxa. I vronld estimate. Congressman Ford, that there are at the 
present time at least 50 or 60 men giving their entire time to various aspects of 
the investigation, because while Dallas is the office of origin, investigation is 
required in auxiliary offices such as Los Angeles or San Francisco, and even in 
some foreign countries like Mexico. We have representatives in Mexico City. 

At the outset of the investigation, following the assassination, lUaraj|^|he 
desire of tte. to have this reiwrt completed by the Bureau just as J 

qidHdy^l^^lilt^nd as thorougMy as possible, and I would say we had' about / 
15(r&i^ gt ^t tirng. working on the report in the field, and at Washington, D.C. ' 
"■'lrtV,'aii the reports that come in' frinn the field are, of course, reviewed at 
Washington by the snpervlBor in charge (d the case, aitd then in turn by the 
assistant director of the division, and then in turn by Mr. Belmont, who is the 
assistant to the Director. 

Reports in which there is a controversial issue or where statements have | 
been made of the existence of srane particular thing that we have never heard ! 
of before, over, th^ to. ^ that..?to^^y^'t mis^^ 

haven’t bad any . gap fp' ^'-'Ifi^tigSflon'to ft can.'lfc n^ 

Ihl'KaUt^tllbqiftFCt^id a &riU'^C'BMa'Cl^^ the existence 
of a letter that bad been written or a request that had been made by the Depart- 
ment of Justice to Chief Curry of the Dallas Police Department, to withhold 
arresting Rubinstein, or Ruby, and Oswald after the Oswald attempt mi Oen- 
eral Walker’s Ufa 

' First, I bad the agent in diarge at Dallas interview Oiief Curry and I have 
sent to the Oommission a letter as to what Chid Curry had to say. He branded 
it as an entire Ue — that be bad never reedved any request of that kind. I had 
our files searched to be emtain we had not written any such letter as that and 
found we had not I requested the Department of Justice to advise me whether 
they had writtmi any sndi imter and Mr. Katzenbacb advises there is no ref- 
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